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Housing Older Women Movement (HOW M) 

Online Survey: Supplementary Report September 2026 

A longer view: Then and now: three years of findings. 

 
This is a supplementary report that compares an earlier analyses of the Survey data undertaken by a post graduate 

student on placement with Housing for the ?Aged Action Group in 2024  with an August 2025 summary of the data 

collected to that point and the most current analysis reported in the “Reflective Survey Findings & Advocacy 

Report” released to day – October 1st 2026. This work was generously and professionally undertaken by Julie 

Coulthard – Thanks Julie!! 

Introduction 

As responses doubled from about 300 to 603, the core findings held steady and the cost burden rose at every check. 

The share paying more than 60% of their income on housing went from 23.8% (2024) to 24.4% (2025) to 26.8% 

(2026). The comparison uses the June 2024 preliminary report (HAAG analysis, about 300 responses), the August 

2025 data export (491 responses) and the current Draft Report (603 responses). 

Finding June 2024 (about 
300) 

Aug 2025 (491) Sept 2026 (603) Trend 

Housing stress, 
now or in the past 
(Q8) 

80% 81.0% 81.9% Steady, high 

Moved without a 
safe, secure place 
to go (Q7) 

52% 51.3% 52.7% Steady 

Paying over 30% 
of income on 
housing (Q10) 

71.4% (n=231) 75.1% (n=385) 76.4% (n=470) Rising 

Paying over 60% 
of income (Q10) 

23.8% 24.4% 26.8% Rising 

Paying over 80% 
of income (Q10) 

4.8% 5.5% 7.0% Rising 

Rental cost a 
barrier (Q9) 

82.7% (n=225) 82.7% (n=375) 84.6% (n=462) Rising 

Rental supply 
shortage a barrier 
(Q9) 

68.4% 66.4% 65.8% Steady 

Low or fixed 
income a barrier 
(Q9) 

61.8% 64.3% 63.6% Steady 

Fixed income 
support as main 
income (Q11) 

49.2% (n=248) 46.2% (n=403) 45.7% (n=497) Steady 

On wait list 5+ 
years (Q23) 

39.1% (18 of 46) 50.6% (40 of 79) 43.3% (42 of 97) Varies; small 
numbers 

On wait list 10+ 
years (Q23) 

15.2% 17.7% 15.5% Steady 
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Not registered 
and unsure if 
eligible (Q24) 

42% 43.2% 45.7% Rising 

Renting from a 
private landlord 
(Q18) 

46.4% 49.2% not reported Rising 

Long-term tenure 
important (Q30) 

75% to 80% 78.6% 78.7% Steady 

Shared equity: yes 
or need to know 
more (Q33) 

76% 76.0% 74.5% Steady 

Would share a 
communal garden 
(Q32) 

75% 74.1% 75.2% Steady 

Air conditioning 
or heating 
important (Q30) 

71% 71.9% 73.7% Rising 

Notes on the figures: the wait-list results rest on small numbers (46 to 97 women) and move around, so use them as 

illustrations, not trends. The 2024 report gives two figures for long-term tenure (75% and 80%), and its wait-list 

counts add to 48 although 46 answered. Steady means within about two percentage points. 

Each wave of newer responses is under more pressure (indicative only) 

Subtracting each snapshot's counts from the next gives a rough picture of the women who joined in each period. 

Each newer group reports heavier cost burdens than the one before: 

Finding Responses to June 
2024 

June 2024 to Aug 2025 
(approx.) 

Aug 2025 to Sept 2026 
(approx.) 

Paying over 30% of 
income on housing 

71% (165 of 231) 79% (124 of 156) 84% (70 of 83) 

Paying over 60% of 
income 

24% (55 of 231) 25% (39 of 156) 39% (32 of 83) 

Paying over 80% of 
income 

5% (11 of 231) 6% (10 of 156) 14% (12 of 83) 

Rental cost a barrier 83% (186 of 225) 83% (124 of 150) 93% (81 of 87) 

Housing stress 80% about 82% 86% (86 of 100) 

Moved without a safe 
place to go 

52% about 50% 59% (59 of 100) 

Not registered and 
unsure if eligible 

42% about 44% 55% (43 of 78) 

These figures assume each later dataset contains every earlier response unchanged, and the newest group is small. 

Rows marked "about" use the 2024 report's rounded percentages. Confirm them against the raw data by response 

date before publishing. 

New messages: three years of listening 

Interview line: "We've been listening to older women for three years. The answers haven't got better. For many, 

they've got worse.” 

Facebook: Three years on 

In 2023 we started asking older women about home. We kept listening for three years. 603 women later, the 

answers are the same: 8 in 10 facing housing stress, and more than half forced to move with nowhere safe to go. 
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This isn't a blip. It's a pattern. [link] #HousingOlderWomen #HousingIsAHumanRight 

Facebook: Squeezed harder 

As more women joined our survey, the share paying more than 60% of their income on housing crept up, from 24% 

to 27%. That leaves very little for food, medicine and power. [link] #RentalCrisis #OlderWomen 

Facebook: Newer voices (use only once confirmed) 

Among women who answered our survey in the past year, almost 4 in 10 were spending more than 60% of their 

income on housing. In our earlier findings, it was 1 in 4. The squeeze on older women is tightening. [link] 

LinkedIn: Three years of evidence, one consistent story 

The Housing Older Women Movement's survey stayed open from 2023 to 2026. Comparing our earlier findings (491 

responses) with the full dataset (603 responses), the key measures held steady or worsened: 

• housing stress: 81.0% to 81.9% 

• paying over 60% of income on housing: 24.4% to 26.8% 

• rental cost as a barrier: 82.7% to 84.6% 

• women not on the social housing register who were unsure if they qualified: 43.2% to 45.7% 

That last finding points to a practical fix. Clearer eligibility information and outreach could connect women with help 

before a crisis. Full report: [link] #HousingPolicy #SocialHousing #OlderWomen 

Short versions 

• "Three years. 603 women. The same answer: housing costs are breaking older women's budgets. 

#HousingOlderWomen" 

• "Nearly half the older women not on the social housing list don't know if they qualify, and that number has 

grown. #SocialHousing" 

Website paragraph (add after the findings):  

Because our survey stayed open for three years, we can see whether things are changing. They are not improving. 

Housing stress, the share of women paying more than 60% of their income on housing, and uncertainty about social 

housing eligibility all held steady or rose as more women took part. 

Email add-on for allies (add after the key findings): Because the survey ran from 2023 to 2026, we compared 

our earlier findings (491 responses) with the full dataset. Every key measure held steady or worsened, including the 

share of women paying more than 60% of income on housing (24.4% to 26.8%) and the share unsure of their social 

housing eligibility (43.2% to 45.7%). 

More messages: the three-year trend (2024 to 2026) 

Interview line: "We first reported our findings in 2024. Every time we've checked since, the share of women paying 

more than 60% of their income on housing has gone up." 

Interview line (once confirmed): "Of the women who joined our survey in its first year, 1 in 4 were paying more than 

60% of their income on housing. Of those who joined in the past year, it was almost 4 in 10." 

Facebook: Every time we look 

In 2024, about 1 in 20 women in our survey were paying more than 80% of their income on housing.                       

Today it's 1 in 14. 
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That leaves a few dollars a week for food, medicine and power. We've been listening for 

three years, and the squeeze keeps tightening. [link] #HousingOlderWomen #RentalCrisis 

Facebook: Twice the voices, same message 

In 2024, 300 older women told us about their homes. By 2026, more than 600 had. The message hasn't changed: 8 in 

10 facing housing stress, and more than half forced to move with nowhere safe to go. When twice as many women 

tell you the same thing, it's time to listen. [link] 

LinkedIn: Three snapshots, one direction 

The Housing Older Women Movement has now reported on our survey three times: June 2024 (about 300 

responses), August 2025 (491) and September 2026 (603). The core findings are remarkably stable, and the 

measures of severe cost burden have risen at every point: 

• paying over 30% of income on housing: 71.4%, 75.1%, 76.4% 

• paying over 60%: 23.8%, 24.4%, 26.8% 

• paying over 80%: 4.8%, 5.5%, 7.0% 

• not registered for social housing and unsure if eligible: 42%, 43.2%, 45.7% 

This is a survey of women who chose to take part, not a population estimate. But three consistent snapshots make a 

strong case that older women's housing stress is entrenched and deepening. Full report: [link] #HousingPolicy 

#OlderWomen #SocialHousing #EvidenceBasedPolicy 

Short versions 

• "2024: 71% of women in our survey paying over 30% of income on housing. 2026: 76%. Three years, one 

direction. #HousingOlderWomen" 

• "Twice as many women. The same story. Older women are being priced out of a safe home. 

#HousingIsAHumanRight" 

Email add-on for allies (replaces the earlier add-on): Our survey has now been reported on three times: in June 2024 

(about 300 responses), August 2025 (491) and September 2026 (603). The core findings held steady while the cost 

burden rose at every point, with the share paying more than 60% of income on housing moving from 23.8% to 

26.8%, and the share paying more than 80% from 4.8% to 7.0%. 

Website paragraph (replaces the earlier one): We first shared these findings in 2024, with about 300 responses. By 

2026, more than 600 women had taken part. The picture hasn't improved. Housing stress stayed at around 8 in 10, 

and the share of women paying more than 60% of their income on housing rose each time we checked. 

Suggested citation for the 2024 report (APA 7): Housing Older Women Movement. (2024). Housing older women: 

Housing needs survey results 2023/24 [Analysis by the Housing for the Aged Action Group]. Unpublished report. 
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Advocacy strategy: other ways to use the reports 

• Time it with what's already happening. October is Queensland Seniors Month, and 1 October is the 

International Day of Older Persons, giving a launch a natural news hook. Anti-Poverty Week in mid-October 

is a second chance for coverage. 

• Brief the Queensland Housing Minister. Prepare the one-page "at a glance" summary the report 

recommends, paired with the 53,500-home ask. Ask specifically for a pathway into Q-CHIP for small 

community-led groups. 

• Make it easy for supporters to act. Add an email-your-MP tool to the website built around one question: 

"How many of the 53,500 homes are for older women?" The 229 respondents who wanted to hear more 

from HOW M are the first mailing list. 

• Seek a joint statement with allies. One statement signed by HOW M, QShelter, QCOSS and COTA Queensland 

carries more weight with government than four separate voices. 

• Take it to councils. Present the "independence with connection" findings to South East Queensland council 

planning teams, as evidence for planning rules that don't force cohousing into the "rooming house" 

category. 

• Feed it into the next Queensland pre-budget submission. Combine the survey with AHURI and AIHW data, as 

the report recommends, so the case doesn't rest on the survey alone. 

• Run small listening circles, then repeat the survey. Test models like cohousing and shared equity with women 

who said they "need to know more". A repeat survey in 2027 would show change over time and make HOW 

M the go-to source on older women's housing. 

• Turn the voices into stories. Short, anonymised quotes from the "tell a politician one thing" question make 

strong social media tiles and media hooks. Use them to illustrate themes, not to suggest how many women 

hold a view. 
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